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go through receptions and other fashionable functions like a martyr." 
He looked out of place in society, made "a poor figure" on horseback 
but appeared at his best when standing erect in the war department 
reading despatches from the field. His "calm, gigantic bulk looming up 
high" above his officers and cabinet entitled him to be called the head 
of the army. 

The author's gossipy story of the capitol of the nation in war times is 
readable but not likely to change existing history. He also describes the 
principal arrests made under him as provost marshal, the bribes offered 
him, and his care of runaway slaves and freedmen. He says Secretary 
Chase never had any friends — only admirers; Blair was sincere in his 
union sentiments ; Seward was a refined philosopher ; Halleck was slouchy 
but firm ; McClellan cleaned up the army by a West Point mathematical 
system but could not be forced into action against the enemy. 

In the author's formal diary kept in 1864 one traces, in his comments 
on the airs affected by the freedmen, the beginnings of the reconstruction 
struggle to reduce the negro to his place. It is a pitiful recital in view 
of the years to follow. In the Lincoln conspiracy trial, the author was 
retained by Atzerodt's brother to defend that prisoner and was appointed 
by the court to defend Payne. The defense was hopeless and conviction 
assured by public sentiment. The author's personal narrative of the 
trial is most interesting ; indeed, that is the adjective best descriptive of 
the volume. It belongs to the general reader's library and is a real ad- 
dition to the reminiscental war time literature. Lincoln is only a side 
figure although well drawn. 

E. B. Sparks 

The northern confederacy according to the plans of the "Essex Junto" 
1796-1814. A dissertation presented to the faculty of Princeton 
university in candidacy for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. By 
Charles Raymond Brown. (Princeton: Princeton university press, 
London: Humphrey Milford, Oxford university press. 1915. 123 
p. $.80) 
This monograph merits some attention as an effort in a needed direc- 
tion — the study of disunion tendencies in New England. The author 
endeavors to establish the thesis that the motives causing the rejection of 
the first proposed state constitution for Massachusetts, the factitious op- 
position to the policy of the elder Adams and the Louisiana purchase and 
the bitter defiance of commercial restrictions that preceded our second 
war with Great Britain, sprang from one and the same source. He 
localizes this in eastern Massachusetts under the name "Essex Junto," 
and assumes that its end was the formation of a " Northern Confederacy. ' ' 
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We can only say that Mr. Brown does not prove his main thesis, nor even 
justify his indefinite title; but it is to be hoped that either he or some 
other will achieve more marked success in studying this particular field. 
In method of treatment the work is still more open to criticism. The 
direction of the text is slipshod and that of the bibliography execrable. 
Footnotes are inadequate and carelessly worded. Manuscript sources are 
almost completely ignored and even the best printed editions of the writ- 
ings of contemporary statesmen are not mentioned. There is no refer- 
ence to the monographs of Harding and Cushing, nor to Morrison's re- 
cently published Life and letters of Harrison Gray Otis, to mention only 
a few obvious titles in the field treated. Why the author consulted none 
of the rich periodical and manuscript collections in Washington, to say 
nothing of those in Philadelphia, New York and Worcester, is incompre- 
hensible. In his search through extant sources he fails more completely 
than in his interpretation of those he used. Such careless and partial 
work seems inexcusable in what purports to be a definitive historical 
study. 

I. J. C. 

The financial administration of the colony of Virginia. By Percy Scott 
Flippin, Ph.D., professor of history and economics, Central univer- 
sity of Kentucky. [Johns Hopkins university studies in historical 
and political science, series xxxm, no. 2.] (Baltimore: Johns Hop- 
kins press, 1915. 95 p. $.50) 
This study is the forerunner and part of a promised monograph on 
royal government in Virginia. The history of the imperial connection of 
the old dominion is much to be desired and has long been awaited, and 
the hope is entertained that the promise will be fulfilled in good season. 
The present chapter deals with the system and kinds of taxation, pro- 
vincial, royal and imperial, the objects and purposes of expenditure, and 
the methods and character of financial administration. There is brought 
out the close relations between the English merchant and the colonial 
planter, in many cases friendly, but frequently inharmonious as the re- 
sult of a conflict of interests involved in credit transactions. There is 
revealed the looseness of financial administration which permitted eva- 
sions of the revenue laws and worked injury to the revenues. The study 
is objective and intensive in character; a classification and organization 
of a wealth of data garnered industriously and carefully from an abun- 
dance of sources, in print, transcript and manuscript. The reader is like- 
ly to be bewildered by the undue elaboration of detail and the reading 
is not made easy by good literary treatment. 

A few errors of statement are noted for correction. It is not correct 



